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Acts 14:21-17

Psalm 145

Revelation 21:1-5a

John 13:31-35

“Jesus said, ‘Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him.’” John 13:31

Now what could that possibly mean? Usually when we say , “I’m in my glory”, it’s a good thing; it’s a great thing. Jesus says he is glorified when Judas leaves the building and Jesus is on the path that would lead to his torture and crucifixion. What gives?
In the publication, Scripture in Church (Vol. 46,No.182 Dominican Publications, Dublin Ireland), Jessie Rogers writes:

The concept of glory/glorify is so key to the second part of the Fourth Gospel that many scholars designate John 13-20 as the “Book of Glory”. In Greek, ‘glory’ (doxa) has to do with reputation, but in the Hebrew Bible glory (Kabod, literally ‘weight’) has to do more with the experience of God’s presence – a ‘manifested majesty’ the Glory (kabod). The (Hebrew) Priestly writings in particular use ‘the Glory’ to refer specifically to the earthly presence of God. It is that aspect of Godself which is visible on earth. In other words in the paradoxical way central to this Gospel it is as the suffering of Jesus begins in earnest that God’s true nature will be made manifest. The cross will reveal the heart of Jesus and of the Father. It is thus fitting that Jesus goes on to speak of love.
So the Fourth Gospel says to us that all that has happened – the miracles, the healings, the feeding of the five thousand, the forgiveness of sins, is but prelude to the great reveal. God truly reveals himself when as a man, earthly and visible (kabod), goes through the troubles of suffering, betrayal, dying and death. And what is revealed of God? – faithfulness to his calling, fidelity in relationship, loving even in extremity, forgiveness to the nth degree, and the power of life and love over death. 
Glory to God in the highest who reveals himself in the lowest.

So for us when we are brought low and still can remain faithful and loving and forgiving, we reveal the God who is within us.
When we have an illness, do we still feel lousy and helpless and really, really sick? Sure we do. Jesus (kabod) can sympathize. Yet we who are sick can reveal the God within by ministering to those who wish to minister to us. And what is the ministry of those who are sick? -accepting sympathy, well wishes, prayers, the services of the medical staff, the willingness of others to do things for us. That is the ministry of those who are sick – to show appreciation by returning love for the love shown to us. The glory of God within the helpers and the helpless.

When we face the dying and death of ourselves or of others, do we face anxiety and fear? Do we shed tears and experience isolation? Do we have questions of why and why now? Yes, of course. Jesus (kabod) felt all these things and yet through them all he showed us the face of God – a God who will see us through it all and raise us up when we fall though the veil of death. If we can be just as faithful as Jesus, we can be glorified and show the glory of God.
Paul and Barnabas strengthened the spirits of the disciples and exhorted them to persevere in the faith, saying, “It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.” And from Revelation: “Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race (kabod). He will dwell with them and they will be his people and God himself will always be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old order has passed away.”

We live in the old order now. Soon but very soon the new order will dawn upon us. Can we not live as if in the new order now? A reverse kabod? Can we not live as God’s people – with faithfulness to our calling, fidelity in our relationships, loving even in extremity, forgiveness to the nth degree, and living the life knowing in our hearts the power of life and love over death? 

And what is the fulcrum, the tipping point of  actually living in God’s new order now, is it not love?

